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Title II and Title III Revised Regulations: Accessible Parking 

Both commercial facilities and public accommodations must follow standards 
for new construction and alterations. Additionally, public accommodations 
(private businesses that are open to the general public, like retail stores, 
restaurants, banks, parking garages, and many others) must remove barriers 
when it is “readily achievable” to do so; readily achievable means “easily 
accomplishable and able to be carried out without much difficulty or 
expense.” Designating accessible parking is often readily achievable, and is 
considered a top priority because it enables many people with disabilities to 
“get in the door.”  

Safe Harbor 
The 2010 regulations include a “safe harbor” for features that already comply 
with the 1991 standards, but may not meet the new 2010 standards. For 
example: A retail store’s parking lot has a total of 250 parking spaces; in 
compliance with 1991 standards, the lot includes seven accessible spaces, 
one of which is van-accessible. The 2010 standards would require two van-
accessible spaces, but the store does not have to modify its parking lot to 
provide the additional space until the lot undergoes a planned alteration (re-
striping, re-surfacing, etc.) after March 15, 2012. If the lot is altered after that 
time, it will then be brought into compliance with the 2010 standards, to the 
maximum extent feasible.  

How many accessible parking spaces are 
needed? 
One of every six accessible parking spaces, or fraction thereof, must be 
“van-accessible.” For example: A parking lot with 400 total spaces needs 
eight accessible spaces, and two of those eight spaces must be van-
accessible. 
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Accessible spaces must connect to the shortest possible accessible route to 
the accessible building entrance or facility they serve. 

Total Number of Parking Spaces in 
Parking Facility (Lot or Garage) 

Minimum Number of Accessible 
Parking Spaces Required 

1 - 25 1 

26 - 50 2 

51 - 75 3 

76 - 100 4 

101 - 150 5 

151 - 200 6 

201 - 300 7 

301 - 400 8 

401 - 500 9 

501 - 1000 2% of total 

1001 and over 
20, plus 1 for each 100, or fraction 
thereof, over 1000 
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What do accessible parking spaces look like? 

 
Where a parking facility serves multiple buildings or accessible entrances, 
accessible parking spaces should be dispersed to enable people to park near 
as many accessible entrances as possible. For example: A shopping center 
has fifteen stores, each with a separate entrance. There is one large parking 
lot with 1000 spaces. The twenty accessible parking spaces should be 
dispersed to provide some options for people to park close to the different 
stores.  

Where separate parking facilities serve the same building or entrance, 
accessible spaces may be grouped together, as long as the number of spaces 
provided is determined according to each of the separate parking facilities. 
For example: A sports stadium has an adjacent parking lot with 1000 spaces 
and a separate parking lot several blocks away with an additional 1500 
spaces. The adjacent lot needs 20 accessible spaces (four of which need to be 


